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Placing himself before the squadron, reining in his
prancing horse, Fomin turned to the men :
" You all know me, comrades. You know what I've
always fought for. I've always been with you. But to-day
I can't accept a state of things in which the cossacks are
being pillaged, when the men who grow the grain are being
pillaged. And that is why I have been released from my
command. And I know well what they intend to do to me.
That is why I want to say good-bye to you. ..."
For a second Fomin's speech was interrupted by cries
and uproar among the squadron. He stood in his stirrups,
and sharply raised his voice :
" If you want to free yourselves of this pillaging, drive
out the requisitioning detachments, kill the commissars like
Shakhaev. They've come to the Don ..."
His last words were drowned in the tumult. Waiting a
moment, he sonorously gave the order :
" By the right in threes . . . right wheel. . . quick march 1 "
The squadron obediently carried out the command.
Dumbfounded by this turn, Ovchinnikov rode up to Fomin
and demanded:
" Where are you going, comrade Fomin ? "
Without turning his head, Fomin jestingly answered :
" Just for a ride round the church."
Only then did Ovchinnikov take in the significance of all
that had been occurring during those last few minutes.
He rode his horse out of the file, being followed by the
political instructor, the vice-commissar, and one man.
Fomin noticed that they were missing only when they had
gone a couple of hundred paces. Turning his horse, he
shouted:
" Ovchinnikov, halt! "
The four riders spurred their mounts out of their easy
trot into a gallop. Clumps of half melting snow went flying
in all directions from the horses' hoofs. Fomin gave the
command:
" Weapons at the ready ! Capture Ovchinnikov ! First
troop, after them ! "
A ragged volley of shots rang out. The sixteen men of
the first troop dashed off in pursuit. Meantime Fomin split
the rest of the squadron into two groups ; he sent one
under Chumakov, the commander of the third